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Donna Schaper

The University Chaplains in word and deed

t h e  r e v.  d r .  d o n n a  s c h a p e r  is pastor of the North 
Hadley Congregational Church in Massachusetts and 
the author of 22 books. She served as John Vannorsdall�s 
Associate Chaplain at Yale. 

There was no University Chaplain at Yale until 1927. 
Before that date, an of�cial chaplaincy would have been 
redundant. Who needs a chaplain if the whole institu-
tion is a fountain for faith�as once was Yale, founded 
to educate men for �Publick employment in Church and 
Civil State�? But in 1926 mandatory chapel was abol-
ished, and a chaplain was the logical next step. A chap-
lain is needed when religion begins to be outsourced.

The Rev. Elmore McKee served, brie�y, as Yale�s �rst 
chaplain. His grand dream was to build a new chapel 
across the quadrangle from Sterling Library�to �bal-
ance� it�but Yale refused. Each chaplain who followed 
McKee would understand his dream and his dilemma. 
All balanced between reason and faith, the ministra-
tions of the pastor and the dynamic action of the proph-
et, service to the President and service to God. What 
each chaplain has done is to �t the job just enough to 
not quite �t: to stay just a little outside the university, 
an alternative to its mainstream.
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University Chaplains and Senior Pastors of the Church of Christ in Yale

Reverend Sidney Lovett, 
1932�1958

Reverend Dr. John 
Vannorsdall, 1976�1985

Reverend Dr. William 
Sloane Cof�n Jr.,  
1958�1976

Reverend Dr. Harry B. 
Adams, 1986�1992

Reverend Dr. Frederick J. 
Streets, since 1992 

1802: After a period 
of religious indiffer-
ence, in which less 
than ten percent of 
students openly pro-
fess religion, the 
Second Great 
Awakening sweeps 
campus.

1805: Moses Simons, 
Yale�s �rst Jewish 
student, matricu-
lates. It will be 17 
years before the  
second, Judah P. 
Benjamin.

1822: Yale Divinity 
School is founded to 
provide graduate-
level training for 
ministers.

1835: Carlos 
Ferdinand Ribeiro of 
Brazil becomes the 
�rst Catholic to 
matriculate at Yale.
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1869: Episcopal 
Church at Yale is 
founded as the 
Berkeley Association.

1859: Compulsory 
evening prayer  
service is abolished; 
students are now 
required to attend 
church only once  
a day.

1876: Battell Chapel 
is dedicated as a 
memorial to Civil 
War dead.

1890: Yale College 
abandons its  
mandatory course  
in Christianity. 

1907: The Hebraic 
Club, Yale�s �rst 
Jewish organization, 
is founded; it is  
short-lived.

1922: T. Lawrason 
Riggs is named the 
�rst Catholic  
chaplain.

1923: Proportion of 
Jewish students in 
Yale College reaches 
10 percent for the 
�rst time.

1926: Compulsory 
chapel is abolished. A 
year later, a full-time 
university chaplain is 
appointed.




